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Mortal Kombat is one of those game franchises that made an indelible mark on the past-time. Its name is ubiquitous when it comes to fighting games, and with good reason. Mortal Kombat featured some of the wildest and most gruesome fatality animations of its time — a bar that’s been raised progressively higher with each installment of the game.
Unfortunately, Mortal Kombat has had a pretty checkered past when it comes to feature films. But luckily, director Simon McQuoid says they’ve dialed up the bloody fatalities and combat choreography for their upcoming film. It’s a movie about blood, of course — Ludi Lin (@ludi lin) January 15, 2021 It almost feels ridiculous to discuss the presence
of blood in the Mortal Kombat universe. However, director Simon McQuoid says the upcoming film will feature blood in a variety of senses — it won’t just be present for shock value, but also something with metaphorical weight. “Blood represents family. Blood represents a connection. Blood represents who we are,” McQuoid told Entertainment



Weekly. “Without getting too overcomplicated, what we did is use blood executionally,” he adds. The film will start off with the classic feud between Scorpion, or Hanzo Hasashi, and Sub-Zero, or Bi-Han, but this time the two are fighting prior to gaining their Mortal Kombat powers. In-game lore features a story in which Sub-Zero slew Scorpion, and
in which Sub-Zero’s clan slew Scorpion’s clan and family. “[Hanzo’s] the leader of a ninja clan and he’s strong, but also... at the beginning, he’s a peaceful family man,” explained Hiroyuki Sanada, who will be playing Scorpion. “It is like a family drama with excitingly brutal fighting. That’s the image of this movie for me.” The fight scenes tell the
‘Mortal Kombat’ story A fan cosplays as Scorpion from Mortal Kombat during the 2018 New York Comic Con | Roy Rochlin/Getty Images Mortal Kombat is, of course, about combat. And how could any Mortal Kombat movie be made without killer fight scenes? To that end, Simon McQuoid intends to craft fight choreography that helps to tell the story.
“There are some great camera moves to give it a bit of dynamism, that make it really enjoyable. We needed it to be really elemental and really brutal. It’s not a shiny film... I wanted the dirt and the grime to come through,” McQuoid said. “I wanted to make sure that everyone respected the material, the lore of Mortal Kombat, the fans and the love
they have for this. Everyone was clear on it,” he added. McQuoid even told his stunt director, Kyle Gardiner, that his goal was to create the “best fight sequences ever done in a movie ever.” A pretty tall order, but one that the team seems to be shooting for. ‘Mortal Kombat’ will be featuring fatalities A fan cosplays as Sub-Zero from Mortal Kombat
during the 2018 New York Comic Con | Roy Rochlin/Getty Images According to Simon McQuoid, the film is brutal enough to warrant at least an R-rating — and they had to work carefully to avoid NC-17. “Out of context this quote might seem incendiary, it’s not: The rules around ratings aren’t what a lot of people think they are,” McQuoid explained.
“It’s amount of blood, it’s amount of red, it’s interpretation of how you go about it. We had a lot of discussions about getting the balance right so there was gore and there was blood and there were fatalities.” “And there is gore, blood, and fatalities,” he emphasized. “There are some crazy fatalities. We’ve picked a couple of iconic ones. There’s a lot of
really cool signature moves that you'll see, a lot of Easter eggs that we snuck into the film, but there are some really bad*** fatalities that I can’t wait to see on the big screen,” revealed actor Philip Tan. Mortal Kombat will be available for streaming on HBO Max, and for viewing in theaters on April 16, 2021. Mortal Kombat 11 is the biggest
installment yet in the iconic fighting game franchise — and, as a result, it can get a bit overwhelming. From the game’s revamped combat engine and custom variation system, to its plethora of single player modes and in-game currencies, there’s a ton to wrap your head around in this blood soaked brawler, whether you’'re playing casually or
competitively. With that in mind, here are 13 tips for crushing the competition both online and offline like a pro.Do the tutorialMortal Kombat 11 has one of the most robust tutorial modes of any modern fighter, and it’s worth playing all the way through. The game’s tutorial covers everything from basic offensive and defensive mechanics to
tournament-level strategies, and also offers handy breakdowns of each individual character. Plus, you’ll be rewarded with lots of Koins and Time Krystals for the normal tutorials, and character skins for the fighter-specific lessons.Play story modeStory mode is another great starting mode for new players. The game’s three-hour-or-so campaign lets
you feel out a good chunk of the game’s roster, and you’ll earn tons of koins, skins and other items as you progress. Plus, you owe it to yourself to watch two Johnny Cages go at it in the game’s crazy time-traveling narrative.Pin your movesNearly all of Mortal Kombat 11’s game modes let you pin up to 10 moves from the move list onto your screen by
pressing Triangle (PS4), Y (Xbox One) or X (Switch), which is really handy for glancing at key combos and special attacks while you fight. This is a great tool for learning your character's skills without having to constantly pause to look at moves.Focus on your fundamentalsMortal Kombat 11 is a game that favors smart space control over crazy combos
and aggressive offense, so start small. Hop into training mode and get a good sense of the speed and range of your character’s normal attacks, then get familiar with a few moves and strings that hit both overhead and low so you can keep the opponent guessing. It’s always best to come up with a basic gameplan of normal attacks before you move on
to crafting combos.Master your Krushing BlowsAmong Mortal Kombat 11’s most important new mechanics are Krushing Blows, which are dramatic, higher-damage versions of certain moves that trigger when you land an attack under specific conditions. Some of these techniques activate when you interrupt an opponent’s attack; others take place
when you land a special move a certain number of times. Be sure to check the in-game move list to figure out the Krushing Blow conditions for your favorite characters. There are also universal Krushing Blows that the entire cast has access to: for example, interrupting an opponent’s high attack with an uppercut (down + back punch) will lead to big
damage and a juggle opportunity.Use Fatal Blows wiselyWhen your health drops below 30 percent, you’ll gain access to your Fatal Blow: a high-damage super move that can help you mount a big comeback. However, be careful not to let your Fatal Blow rip just because you have one. Try to incorporate Fatal Blows as part of a combo, or when your
opponent has clearly whiffed an attack and is vulnerable. Also keep in mind that you can land only one Fatal Blow per match, so if you successfully use one in the first round, you won’t have access to it later on.Know your defensive optionsMortal Kombat 11 completely overhauls the way you play defense, and there are some key mechanics worth
keeping in mind. When you’'ve been knocked down, getup attacks (up + punch or kick) are good for knocking away an aggressive opponent, while rolls (forward or back + L2) are good for making some distance between you and your opponent, or getting out of the corner. Both of these moves cost one bar of defensive meter. Just be sure to mix up
what you do while getting up, as your opponent can punish you for big damage if they predict your wakeup attack.Another key defensive move is the Breakaway (Down + R2), which lets you spin out of a combo at the expense of two bars of defensive meter (as such, use it wisely). Finally, you have Flawless Blocks, which allow you to recover from a
block faster (and do an optional follow-up move at the cost of one bar of meter) if you block an attack with perfect timing. This is another technique worth practicing in training mode.Experiment with variationsWhen you’re learning a new character, be sure to head to the Kustomization menu and create a few different loadouts with different moves
(aka Abilities). The Kustom Variation system gives you a lot of freedom to craft your own playstyle, so try out different Ability combinations in practice mode until you find something that feels right for you.Create some competitive variationsIf you plan on playing online Ranked matches or want to join the offline tournament scene, you’ll want to
practice the game’s preset competitive variations. Frustratingly, these variations are different from the default ones you’ll find in other modes, so you’ll have to recreate them yourself if you want to use them in practice and casual matches. To do so, simply open up tournament mode from the Fight menu, take a look at the preset variations for your
character, and equip those same moves for your fighter in the Kustomize menu.Don’t forget your KonsumablesWhen playing the Towers of Time mode, you can use Konsumables that help turn the tide in your favor with everything from assist attacks, to shields, to health potions. It’s easy to forget about Konsumables and skip right to the next fight, so
make sure you equip some by pressing Square (PS4), X (Xbox One) or Y (Switch) before every battle.Also, pay attention to your opponent’s extra perks. For example, if they have an ice-based assist, try using a Konsumable that gives you resistance against ice attacks. Towers of Time gets pretty hard without Konsumables, so you’ll want to take
advantage of them. And if you need more, head to the Krypt and start opening some chests.Do the character towersIf you're looking to earn gear and cosmetics for a specific character, check out the character towers (typically located in the top-left section of Towers of Time). While these gauntlet challenges can be a bit of a grind, they're a
guaranteed path towards getting some cool goodies for your favorite tighters.Know your currenciesMortal Kombat 11’s myriad in-game currencies can be overwhelming, so here’s a quick breakdown. Koins are the game’s main currency, and are earned by doing pretty much anything in the game, and can be spent on opening chests in the Krypt. Soul
Fragments can be earned by getting high scores in the Tower of Time mode, and are necessary for opening certain parts of the Krypt. Hearts can be earned by performing Fatalities and Brutalities, and are used for opening special Krypt chests and unlocking certain Tower challenges.Finally, Time Krystals are the game’s premium currency that can be
earned from both leveling up and spending real-world money. You can spend Time Krystals on the in-game premium store, which features a rotating selection of cosmetics and Konsumables.Watch and learnOne of the best ways to up your Mortal Kombat game is to watch the pros play. There are already plenty of Mortal Kombat 11 Twitch streams and
YouTube videos out there, and watching top players such as SonicFox, HoneyBee and Ketchup and Mustard is a great way to pick up pointers on specific characters and see how the game is played at its highest level.
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